
 
 

 
     September 8, 2020 

 
The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, public hearing, and conference call             
due to COVID-19 on Tuesday, September 8, 2020, at 9:00 A.M. in the Marion County               
Council Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present         
were Elista H. Smith, Vice-Chairperson; Councilman John Q. Atkinson Jr., Councilman           
Allen W. Floyd, Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw. Also           
present were G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; Kent M. Williams, Deputy          
Administrator; Charles L. McLain, III, County Attorney, Sabrina Davis, Clerk to           
Council. A representative from the Star & Enterprise was not present and duly notified.  
 
Absent: Buddy Collins, Chairman, Councilman Milton W.  Troy, II.  
 
Vice-Chairperson called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd to lead              
the Invocation, after which she welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of Information             
Announcement. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that the agenda needs to be amended. He explained              
the need for the amendment. Mr. McLain stated that section (5) needed to be added to                
the item (B) Ordinance #2020-15 for a public hearing. Motion was made by Councilman              
Atkinson, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Smith stated for the record that she had a written proxy from             
Chairman Buddy Collins voting in favor of all matters.  
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and           
carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on August 27,              
2020. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and           
carried unanimously, to recess the regular meeting and open the public hearings for             
Ordinances #2020-14, #2020-15. 
 
The County Attorney opened the floor to the public for questions. There were no              
questions from the public regarding these ordinances.  
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and           
carried unanimously, to close the public hearings and reconvene the regular meeting. 
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The County Attorney provided Council an Inducement Resolution providing for a           
Special Source Revenue Credit Agreement between Marion County and Project Splash.           
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and           
carried unanimously. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that items A, B, second, & third readings for              
ordinances listed on the agenda as follows was ready: A. Third Reading of Ordinance              
#2020-14 An Ordinance to Approve an Annual Cost of Living Increase in the Salaries              
for County Council Members; B. Third Reading of Ordinance #2020-15 An Ordinance            
to Amend an Agreement for the Development of a Joint County Industrial and Business              
Park (2014 Park) of Dillon and Marion Counties so as to Enlarge the Park (Whitetail               
Solar); C. First Reading of Ordinance #2020-16 An Ordinance Authorizing the           
Execution and Delivery of a Special Source Revenue Credit Agreement by and among             
Marion County, South Carolina, and Project Splash, Providing for the Issuance of            
Special Source Revenue Credits and Other Matters Related Thereto. 

   
The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Third Reading of              
Ordinance #2020-14 An Ordinance to approve a one-time Cost of Living Increase in             
the Salaries for County Council Members was ready. The County Attorney told            
Council that the salary increase will not take effect until January 2021. Motion was              
made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried          
unanimously, to approve third reading of Ordinance #2020-14. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item B. on the agenda; Third Reading of              
Ordinance #2020-15 An Ordinance to Amend an Agreement for the Development of a             
Joint County Industrial and Business Park (2014 Park) of Dillon and Marion Counties             
so as to Enlarge the Park (Whitetail Solar) was ready. The County Attorney told              
Council that the County will receive 1% for the project in Dillon. Motion was made by                
Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Atkinson, and carried unanimously,         
to approve third reading of Ordinance #2020-15. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item C. on the agenda; First Reading of              
Ordinance #2020-16 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of a           
Special Source Revenue Credit Agreement by and among Marion County, South           
Carolina, and Project Splash, Providing for the Issuance of Special Source Revenue            
Credits and Other Matters Related Thereto was ready. The County Attorney introduced            
the title of the ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading of Ordinance              
#2020-16. 
 
There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2. 
 
The County Attorney had nothing to report.  
 
Sheriff Brian Wallace appeared before Council to present a proposal for Inmate Food             
Service for the Marion County Detention Center and Prison Farm. Sheriff Wallace            
explained the privatization analysis. He stated that the kitchen will operate in compliance             
with standards and the law. Staff including a full-time kitchen supervisor provided by the  
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vendor (1 inmate provided by the Detention Center). Menu and all certifications by             
licensed dietitians are provided as part of the contract. Sheriff Wallace stated that it              
includes a $30,000 initial investment by the vendor for the purchase of new kitchen              
equipment. A $15,000 cost is included pool repair, replacement, and maintenance per            
year built into the contract. Any funds not expended from the cost pool are returned to                
the County as a credit toward Inmate Food Service invoices for the next contract year.               
The County is responsible for the cost of repair, replacement, and maintenance above             
$15,000 per year. He stated that it would be a $40,000 savings to the County. He                
mentioned that a cash bar food service would be available for all County employees at a                
significant cost of $2.25 per meal. The Administrator told Council that the County             
received three bids. He stated that one of the bids did not meet the deadline. It was the                  
recommendation of the Administrator to approve the proposal from Trinity Services           
Group. Mr. Harper asked Council to allow the Sheriff, Mr. James Floyd (Detention             
Center Director), and himself to negotiate the contract. Mr. Harper stated that his concern              
is the four (4) year period just in case something happens and the County is not satisfied                 
within the four (4) years. After a brief discussion, It was the consensus of Council to                
review the proposal further until the next meeting.  
  
The Administrator had no new update on the Capital Sales Tax.  
 
The Administrator updated Council on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harper told Council           
that hurricane season is approaching and hopefully the County can avoid any hurricanes             
this fall.  
 
The Administrator reported to Council that the County received official notification for a             
grant for the study on the stormwater system at the airport. Mr. Harper also stated that                
there are additional monies for planning and development to advertise the bids for the              
work. Mr. Harper stated that the amount of the grant is $609,885.  
  
The Administrator told Council that the County is a member of the Florence County              
Regional Airport. Mr. Harper stated that there will not be an airline going into the airport                
because of COVID-19. 
 
The Administrator told Council that this year the County had to do a Tax Anticipation               
Note that was approved in the budget ordinance. Mr. Harper stated that Truist Bank was               
the only bidder at 1.72% and was awarded the bid.  
 
Councilman Floyd had a question regarding taxes on boats. The Administrator told            
Councilman Floyd that Mr. David Edwards, who is the auditor will attend the next              
meeting to address this question. 
 
Councilman Shaw asked Mr. Harper and/or Mr. Williams to contact the gentlemen who             
have access to the gate on Pet Larrimore Road. Councilman Shaw stated that the gate is                
locked and there are family members who are requesting access to the cemetery. Mr.              
Harper told Councilman Shaw that the County does not own the road. The County              
Attorney stated that the County cannot force anything to happen since the road is private. 
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Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried            
unanimously to go into executive session for economic development and personnel,           
matter. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Atkinson, and           
carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting. Vice-            
Chairperson Smith stated that no action was taken during executive session called for             
economic development and personnel, matter. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Atkinson,             
seconded by Councilman Shaw, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:10:08 A.M. 
 
  

    _________________________             ______________________________ 
               Buddy Collins, Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 


